FIRST OVER EVEREST

Indian woman, it must be admitted that education has never
been denied her. It is a sacred tradition that Hindu women
should, as far as practicable, receive an education on a level
with that of their men-folk, and one of the most notable of
ancient Indian poets was a woman. Most Indian women are
content with their life; deeply conservative, they prefer to
exercise their influence on public affairs through their husbands
rather than through the ballot box.

These and other topics we discussed when the long Indian
day had blazed itself out, and evening came with a soft breeze
stirring the creepers in the trellis-work. The pale moon rose
streaming through the trees, in the stillness of a tropical night,
broken occasionally by the drumming of distant tomtoms or
the barking of a village dog; the members of the flying house-
party would often turn their eyes, in the words of the psalmist,
towards the hills, and to the beckoning white mountains that
lay beyond.
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